  HOLCOMBE ROGUS PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
on Thursday 9th June 2022
DRAFT
Cllr Adam Pilgrim, deputising for Cllr John Butler, opened the meeting at 7.00pm. 
He welcomed members of the Public and representatives from Devon and Cornwall Constabulary.

1	Apologies for Absence had been received from Cllr John Butler and Cllr George Trigg.

2	Present; Cllrs Nikki Orchard, Sally Barker, Rupert Snook, Jane Lock and Adam Pilgrim (Chairing the meeting)
Two Police Firearms’ Officers and the Estates Investment Manager for Devon and Cornwall Constabulary.
Thirty-five members of the Public.
 
3	Conflicts of Interest; None were expressed.
	
This meeting of the Planning Committee was to consider the Planning Application; 22/00907/FULL Retention of disused quarry to two firing ranges. Location: Devon & Constabulary Pondground Quarry Holcombe Rogus.

Open Forum;	The Police representatives introduced themselves and made a short presentation outlining the background to the Application and their legal obligations to train with firearms. Members of the public were invited to ask the Police representatives about the Application.

It seemed that the public present understood the need for firearms’ training but were concerned that the Application called for permission to be able to use the site for all of a working week, amounting to a potentially significant increase in usage.
The police were asked to elaborate on the meaning of the “exceptional circumstances” that might require a further increase in the usage of the site since this was not explained in the Application.
Questions were asked about the increased firing since 2019 although the police present didn’t accept that this was the case. The questioner referred to notes of firing frequency that she had taken.
It was noted that the Application did not include a Noise Impact Assessment but the officers explained that it appeared that Mid Devon’s Environmental Health Officer didn’t feel that it was necessary.
When asked about the security of the site, the officers advised that it met the Health and Safety requirements.
The Police representatives asked how many of the public present would like to see the cessation of firearms’ training at Pondground Quarry. As far as could be estimated, a third of the public present would prefer that the firearms’ training ceased at Pondground.

4	The Planning Committee considered the views of the public present, the published details about the Application and agreed to prepare a Representation to Mid Devon District Council in which it Objected to the Application in its present form.
It was agreed that Cllr Pilgrim would circulate a draft of the Representation to the Planning Committee’s members for their comments. (attached).

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

A Pilgrim
Councillor
Holcombe Rogus Parish Council





HRPC Representation about Application 22/00907/FULL
Retention of disused quarry for use as two firing ranges | Devon & Cornwall Constabulary Pondground Quarry Holcombe Rogus Devon.
Holcombe Rogus Parish Council (the Council) objects to this Application in its present form.
The Council understands that Devon and Cornwall Police have training obligations set by the Government and that this contributes to the safety of communities.
Since the last Permission to use Pondground Quarry as a Police Firearms’ training site expired in 2014, this Application should be considered as a new Application to be decided on its current Planning attributes.
Approximately one third of 35 local residents attending a Holcombe Rogus Parish Council Planning Committee meeting on 9th June expressed a desire for the cessation of the unauthorised firearms training at Pondground Quarry. This appeared to be a reaction to the current, increased firearms activity.
It has been noted that the intensified firing has created significant distress amongst school pupils in Holcombe Rogus and behavioural disturbance to animal stock nearer to the quarry.
In spite of what the Police Officers present on 9th June said, residents felt that there was more firing taking place at Pondground in the past two or three years of the unauthorised use of the site.
A resident presented a note of the frequency of firing since 2019 to support this view.
The Application asks for permission to fire between 9.00 and 17.00 on Mondays to Friday for an average of 3 days per week over 47 weeks a year; 141 days.
Paragraph 8 of the Applicant’s submitted Noise Management Plan refers to “Exceptional Circumstances” when “Devon and Cornwall Police may have to, from time to time, increase the frequency and duration of shooting, and indeed the type and number of weapons that are fired at Pondground Quarry.”
In the absence of a definition of “exceptional circumstances” this is unacceptable and has the potential to negate the requested duration and frequency stated in the Application.
The Application does not include a Noise Impact Assessment without which the effect on neighbouring properties can’t be judged.
Some nearby residents commissioned a professionally executed Noise Impact Assessment which has been included in the Application’s Associated Documents. When determining this Application, the Council urges Mid Devon District Council to take note of its conclusion;
“…that the noise from the Police’s firearms’ training at Pondground has a significant adverse impact on local residents. The usual action to this in the NPPF would be to “avoid”; refuse permission if not mitigated.”
Pondground Quarry is within 200 metres of the Grand Western Canal; a Conservation Area and Local Nature Reserve. The effects of firearms’ training in the quarry may well have a deleterious influence on this sensitive area. Before determining this Application, consideration should be given to calling for an Environmental Impact Assessment to be submitted by the Applicant.
The Council also questions the need for using a site that necessitates such long journeys for many Police Officers being trained. A site nearer the centre of the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary’s area would be more logical. Could the Police explore the possibility of finding a more central site to improve their carbon footprint?
The Council objects to this Application in its present form since it fails to address the impact on the locality.
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